July 24, 2009

Sunday, July 26, 12:30 p.m. Voters’ Assembly Meeting/Calendar Planning session
Friday Reading

Based on the Gospel Reading, Mark 8

In a world that debates genetically modified grains and argues about water rights, Jesus holds out to those who trust in Him a time when abundance will be the daily experience. But He is not enacting a golden age of mankind when all people will enjoy prosperity; this miracle is a sign that the curse on creation due to our sin will be removed by Him. One of the promises in the Old Testament connected with the arrival of the Messiah was an abundance of food. No more skimpy portions. No children crying because their stomachs ache. This is the fulfillment of what Jeremiah had prophesied years previously. Jesus shows that He is the One that God has sent to restore creation and man as His own. That is why we need this kind of Jesus. So eat and be satisfied.

It is not our back-breaking labor that will restore creation, no matter how many sprinklers we install or how many weeds we pull. This promise of restoration has come at a far higher price. God might have, with His power, simply begun over, but He chose to enter into His creation as flesh and blood to suffer its poverty and endure our sin. He Himself has known what it is like to feel hunger in the wilderness, and then to trust in the Father for His daily bread. A faith that never wavered despite the earthly poverty He willingly endured. The labor of Christ on the cross has pulled out the weed sin by its roots, and His blood will restore the ground to its abundance.

This abundance is held out for all people who would believe in this faithful second Adam. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John record the feeding of the 5,000. That miracle occurs in Israel, and Jesus’ explanation makes plain the parallel with the Israelites’ experience of manna in the wilderness. The 12 baskets left over after the people are fed in that miracle suggest the Church whose twelve apostles fulfill the mission of the twelve tribes of Israel. But Christ also gives an abundance of bread to those who He would call into the Church. This feeding of the 4,000 occurs in Gentile territory, and there are 7 baskets, a number to represent the fullness of the Gentile believers. Jesus’ faithfulness feeds the whole world.

Which I believe leads us to the center of the entire event. “Jesus took the loaves, and having given thanks, He broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before the people.” Where have we heard that before? Sunday after Sunday the words of institution of Holy Communion tell us that “our Lord took bread and when He had given thanks He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying `Take, eat; this is My body which is given for you.’”

This is not just an interesting parallel. Rather it tells us a profound truth. The bread that God gives us is the bread that is truly food for our lives, the body of His Son, Jesus Christ. No, this feeding is not the Lord’s Supper, but it points us to where the true food is for us, the Lord’s Supper. Through this connection we are to understand that Jesus gives life to us, a life both for the now and life in His eternal presence. He gives Himself as the Bread of Life for all who believe.

Our paradise would never be realized even if we were to possess daily bread in abundance; for the daily bread of this life will pass away. In Jesus we are given all the paradise that we need when God gives to us the life of His Son for us and to us. Because He is our Bread of Life in the forgiveness of our sin, we need never to squirrel away bread or to seek an abundance of daily bread in this life.

We live not by bread, even when the daily bread is from God. We live by the word that comes from God’s mouth. And not just any word. If only words of judgment and condemnation came from the Father, we would not want Him to speak with us. We live by the word of love and promise that comes from His mouth. A word that says “Trust Me” even when the cupboard is a little empty or the refrigerator and freezer are not as full as they once were. The word of abundance that proclaims “Your sins are forgiven.” “Eat and be satisfied.”

An easy way to make the connection between the daily bread and the Bread of Life that is Jesus is to hold your devotions at the supper table after the meal. It provides the father with an opportunity to teach the children how to pray and thank God for the daily bread, in fact, for all of us to review the Catechism. The same devotion enables us not to confuse the daily bread with the Bread of Life. Those same Saturday evening devotions might also be used to prepare for the Lord’s Supper, reviewing what has been written about why we are to seek the Bread of Life Jesus and how Jesus gives of Himself in this meal.

Daily we see the bread that He places before us every day without our worthiness and entitlement. And He has been kind to place us at a time when we may taste of the abundance of daily bread even now. Yet we still long for the new creation, when all of God’s people will enjoy the abundance that Christ brings by His death and resurrection.

Prayers

Collect for Trinity 7

O God, whose never-failing providence orders all things both in heaven and earth, we humbly implore You to put away from us all hurtful things and give to us those things that are profitable for us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

General

Enlarge our heart, O Father, with divine charity, that we may hope all things, endure all things, and become messengers of Your healing mercy to the grievances and infirmities of man; in all things attune our hearts to the holiness and harmony of Your kingdom; and hasten the time when Your kingdom shall come, and Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

For Children of the Congregation

O Lord Jesus, Lover of mankind, who took the little children in Your arms and blessed them; grant us so to love and tenderly protect the little ones of Your family and committed to our care, that we may be word and example show them Your mercy and teach them to know and to love You, and to trust in Your protection; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Seventh Sunday after Holy Trinity

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 816, “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 562, “All Mankind Fell in Adam’s Fall”

Distribution Hymn: LSB 561, “The Tree of Life”

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 2:7-17

7Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 8And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there He put the man whom He had formed. 9And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

10A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. 11The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 12And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. 14And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates.

15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

· Man has a distinct responsibility because he is in the image of God; as God __________ for six days, man is to __________ and to __________ in God’s creation.

· If eating of the tree of life meant depending on God’s promise of life located in a specific location, eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil meant depending on ______________________________.

Epistle, Romans 6:19-23

19I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 

20When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. 23For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

· Apart from Christ, whose work do we do? And what is the end result of that kind of work?

· In Christ, whose work do we do? And what is the harvest of being in Christ?

Holy Gospel, Mark 8:1-9

1In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, He called His disciples to Him and said to them, 2“I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with Me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away.”

4And His disciples answered Him, “How can one feed these people with bread here in this desolate place?”

5And He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”

They said, “Seven.”

6And He directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And He took the seven loaves, and having given thanks, He broke them and gave them to His disciples to set before the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7And they had a few small fish. And having blessed them, He said that these also should be set before them. 8And they ate and were satisfied. And they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 9And there were about four thousand people. And He sent them away.

· In what way was Jesus testing His disciples as He questioned them about feeding the crowds?

· Rather than grabbing for Himself, what has this faithful second Adam done?

Announcements

Sun, 7/26

· LSF Bible study is on hiatus

Tue, 7/28

· 6:30 p.m., Board of Stewardship meeting

Wed, 7/29

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Chalcedon

Thu, 7/30

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir – summer recess

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir – summer recess

Sun, 8/2, 8th Sunday after Holy Trinity Sunday

· 8:15 and 11:00 a.m., Divine Service (Jeremiah 23:16-19; Romans 8:12-17; Matthew 7:15-23)

· after 2nd service, set-up for VBS

Mon-Fri, 8/3-7

· Vacation Bible School with Program and Picnic on Friday 8/7

God’s Stewards. When the Lord calls His Church His royal priesthood, this characterizes the people of God in their entirety. This is not a question of individual qualities in certain persons, by which we might, in one way or another, distinguish ourselves before others and so be marked off from them. To be a priest in the royal priesthood has nothing to do with “democratic rights.” Being a priest of God through Holy Baptism implies that we become involved in God’s house and in His house serve as living stones together with others and assume our share of the responsibility for the entire group. Hence we are not discussing an action program by which we are activated for a churchly task, or enabled to produce effective clergy helpers or organize democratically votes for programs. The royal priesthood is neither an organizational issue nor a matter of activating the lay people. Passages that speak of our royal priesthood speak of the holiness (sanctification) of the Christian; our Lord speaks to our growth in maturity that belongs to the life of the Christian (1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:21f.).

Missions. Trinity is linked to Canada. Biblical Orthodox Lutheran Mission (BOLM) works in Canada and many other sites around the world. BOLM shares, "A new mission for BOLM among the Sudanese in Canada has begun! The Lord has blessed our missionary, Sister Hope, as she reaches out to African people in Canada. She started to teach the Gospel and followers of another faith, who were touched by the Spirit, are now on their way to faith in Jesus. Also, many marginal Christians have incorrect knowledge about Christianity. Some of them believe in other gods beside the Triune God. Others believe in polygamy. Some may kill their handicapped children by throwing them into the sea or into a river. Still others don't know exactly who Jesus is and what salvation, redemption, and the eternal life are all about. Sister Hope feels a tremendous responsibility to teach them, correcting their false beliefs. She has to accept those who may have more than one wife, but warns them not to marry again. We praise the Lord for this new mission and for the continuous hard work of Sister Hope to reach the Somali and the Sudanese in Canada."

Other Mission News

Archives: www.lcmsworldmission.org/news
To learn more about current service opportunities through LCMS World Mission, go to www.lcmsworldmission.org/serivce
LWML

To read about June’s LWML convention held in Portland, Oregon, go to the Reporter Web site at www.lcms.org/reporter
To learn more about the LWML, go to www.lwml.org
VBS

VBS 2009 — August 3-7 — Sign up now for 

“Gadget’s Garage” (God’s Always Doing Great Exciting Things)

Invite family, friends & neighbors! 

Registration forms are available online at www.paword.com.

Contact Vicar Solum for more information.

CNH District Convention News

President Kieschnick's video report to the 2009 District Conventions of the LCMS can now be viewed and/or downloaded on the Web site of the Office of the President. The introductory statement to the 2009 District Convention video report that President Kieschnick shared at the district conventions is also posted on the President's Web site. The video and the introductory statement are easily accessible from the President's Web home page: www.lcms.org/president. You will see the reference to the report on the President's home page, along with links to the video and to the statement. Web links for downloading the video are on the same Web page as the video for viewing.

Short Answer

Old Testament Reading, Genesis 2:7-17

· Man has a distinct responsibility because he is in the image of God; as God worked for six days, man is to work for life and to keep /  guard life in God’s creation.

· If eating of the tree of life meant depending on God’s promise of life located in a specific location, eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil meant depending on one’s own choices and reasoning for what is right and true.
Epistle, Romans 6:19-23

· Apart from Christ, whose work do we do? Our own work of laboring for ourselves and guarding ourselves. And what is the end result of that kind of work? We shall surely die on the day of judgment; in fact, those apart from Christ are dead in sin.
· In Christ, whose work do we do? The Father works and wills in us what is according to His good pleasure; He has prepared beforehand the works that we do. And what is the harvest of being in Christ?  Eternal life.
Holy Gospel, Mark 8:1-9

· In what way was Jesus testing His disciples as He questioned them about feeding the crowds? Children who doubt the parents do not know where or how they will be fed; but the faithful son always trusts the father, and gives thanks for whatever is set before him. Jesus wanted the disciples to repent of little faith in the promises of the Father and rest in the promises of new creation present already in Christ.
· Rather than grabbing for Himself, what has this faithful second Adam done? As in the temptation in the wilderness – not turning the stones into bread and grabbing life for Himself – He receives what He has with thanksgiving and distributes life to the crowds that hunger. 


